
Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Scripture:  Matthew 4:1-11 (Pg. 4 N. T. Pew Bible)       Carolyn Nye                            

    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:               “The Tempted Jesus”     

Dedication of Offering          
   *Hymn -     “Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name”             Page 604
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
    *Extinguishing of candles


  *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today February 26, 2023; the First Sunday in Lent!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

LAY READERS: Feb. 26 - Carolyn Nye; Mar. 5 - Norine Goss; Mar. 12 - Ed Berra; Mar. 19 - Carol Knight. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 26 - Donna Novinger; Mar. 5 - Kenny Bechtel; Mar. 12 - Sharon Fetterhoff; Mar. 19 - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you. Beginning Sunday March 5th at 9:00AM the Adult Sunday School class plans to begin studying “The Chosen” Season 1 (video and study book). Please see Sharon Fetterhoff or Marie Herb if you have questions. There is a signup sheet for those who are interested to participate each week. 
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  The Temptation of Jesus
                              February 26, 2023
                           First Sunday in Lent
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 26, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
First Sunday in Lent
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Sue Faust                      

L:  It is written: “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”
P:  We come seeking the Bread of Life.   
L:  It is written: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”
P:  We come to strengthen our faith and renew our spirits.
L:   It is written: “Worship the Lord your God and serve only him.”

P:  We would see Jesus and him only would we serve.
L: Come! Let us worship the Almighty!
      *Hymn -       “We Come, O Christ, to you”          Page 117  
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Gracious God, we seek your pardon and forgiveness for all our faltering steps. We have hesitated in seeking your glory. We have tarried where we are, rather than accept the challenge of discipleship. We have left compassionate words unsaid, held back on forgiving words, and loosened our lips with trivial and hurting words. Renew us as we seek to listen again to the words of Jesus. Forgive us our timid discipleship. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 32:1-11 (Responsive)                                  
 L: Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
P: Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit.
 L: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
 P: For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.
L: Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.
P: Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them.
L: You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.
      P: I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.
L: Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.
      P: Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in him.
  ALL: Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart!
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 
We believe in God the Father, Creator of all things. We believe in God the Son, Who came to show us the way to the Father. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God--moving among us and inspiring the love of God within us. We believe in the Church--the earthly extension of God’s kingdom. We believe it is our calling to serve God’s church in our own time and place. Amen.  
Hymn -           “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”        Page 435          
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Kelly Shutt, (Hosp. complications) ; *Chad Kitchen, (Hosp Critical condition, friend of Gary/Carol Miller); *Don Markel, (Bonita Heddings’ niece’s husband); Barbara Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Betty Lebo; Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy;  Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Emily Degnitz; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Susan Lazor;  Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Ellen Snyder; Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose, (Gary Miller’s friend); Logan Willier, (Carol/Gary Miller’s grandson); Pat Scheidler, (Carol Miller' friend); Tracey Knauss, (Ed Dobbin’s friend); Josephine Stoneroad, (Carol/Gary Miller’s neighbor); Nancy McElrath, (Car accident, hosp, Shelly McElrath’s mother-in-law); Brett Baker, (Gail Newman’s son);      Bonnie Bechtel; Tom/Flo Mallonee;
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 
In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.

CHURCH CALENDAR
Feb. 26 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Mar.  1 - 11:30AM-1:00PM - Community Lenten Service at Valleys E.C.C.  (Host church will provide light lunch before 12:15PM service)
Mar.   5 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES will be held at different churches on Wednesdays during the day throughout the Lenten Season and will begin on Wednesday March 1st. 
March 1st Lenten Service will be hosted at The Valleys E.C.C. Host church will provide a light lunch and fellowship at 11:30AM followed by Lenten Service at 12:15PM. An offering will be taken to benefit Halifax Ministerium programs. Everyone is invited to come for the lunch and Lent Service or just Lent Service each week. See the listing for the location of each Lenten Service in the bulletin.
ORDER EASTER FLOWERS Sundays after worship service,  Feb. 26, Mar. 5, Mar. 12 and Mar. 19. See Gloria Duttry for flower choices and prices. All orders and money must be given to Gloria by Sunday March 19.

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE SURVEY: 
    The Pastoral Search Committee is seeking all Valleys ECC congregation members and attendees help to find the Valleys next pastor by filling out a survey. 

     Questions being asked are about who we are as a church, what we like about things in the church, things we might want to change, our expectations for the next pastor, and desired professional qualities of the next pastor. 

     These answers will help the search committee look for qualified candidates and make the decision that they have been elected to make. They will take all answers seriously and ask that you do the same.


Committee members will be available after church February 26th, March 5th, and March 12th to answer any questions related to the survey.

     The survey can be taken by a link online (please give an email address and it will be emailed to you) or by paper (please request a copy from Search Committee member). Bridget Campbell, Rachael Bryson, Madeline Pellman, Gary Fetterhoff, Jan Quinn, Dale Faust, Ed Dobbin are on the committee.

We know there are members and friends who are not attending church at this time but who are still connected to our services that do view services online or get weekly devotionals and bulletins and it is important to have your input with the survey also if you wish to participate. Please call the church if you wish to have a survey mailed to you.

      Because the Search Committee is trying to move quickly to develop a profile of the church, they ask that all surveys be completed by Sunday March 12, 2023. 
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Halifax Lenten Services

The Beatitudes

March 1st- Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

March 8th- Zion Stone (at Halifax Youth Center)

March 15th- Faith UMC

March 22nd- Messiah Lutheran

March 29th- Halifax UMC

Sunday, April 9th 6:30 am service at Camp Hebron    Breakfast to follow.
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The Halifax Ministerium is excited to welcome you to our community Lenten services. 

Weekday services will be on Wednesdays starting at 12:15pm. 

The host church will be serving a light lunch starting at 11:30am. We would invite you to come and fellowship at the table. 

If you are joining us over your lunch break it’s our goal that you can return to work by 1:00pm.

All offerings received support the Release Time ministry.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for February 26, 2023

Invocation:
Lord, we come into your presence as a people who are often distant:  Sometimes distant from our neighbors; sometimes distant from our own families; sometimes distant from you God.  Now as we worship, we ask for the healing grace of your love, and the reconciling power of your Holy Spirit, so that in the quietness of this hour we may find true peace.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.
Scripture:  Matthew 4:1-11, Psalm 32

Sermon:



“THE TEMPTED JESUS”


Sorrow, suffering, trials, are wisely designed to grow us into Christ-likeness. The refining and developing processes are oftentimes slow, but through grace, hopefully we emerge triumphant.


A good example of this is the Emperor moth.  In order for the moth to develop into a perfect insect, it must force its way through the neck of its cocoon with hours of intense struggle. Entomologists explain that this pressure to which the moth is subjected is nature’s way of forcing a life giving substance into its wings. Wanting to lessen the struggles of the moth, an observer said, "I’ll lessen the pain and struggles of this helpless insect!" With small scissors he snipped the end of the cocoon to make the moth’s emergence less of a trial, painless, and effortless. The moth never developed its wings.  For a brief time before its death it simply crawled instead of flying through the air! 


Our Scripture lesson today helps us to understand this idea of testing.  If we can find out why the Son of God had to go through trials and temptations, then I believe that we will be able to see the purpose of our own trials and tests, and receive encouragement this morning knowing that the toughest times in our lives can be the most meaningful and rewarding.


The closing verse of chapter three gives us two significant clues as to who Jesus is, and what He was doing on earth.  Matthew 3:7 says, “And behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”


“This is my beloved Son” is a quote from Psalm 2:7 that every Jew knew was a prophecy describing the coming Messiah.  “In whom I am well pleased” is a quote from Isaiah 42:1.  And this is a description of God’s Suffering Servant – a description which goes on all the way to Isaiah 53 and ends with the phrase in verse 12, “He Himself bore the sin of many, and interceded for the transgressors.”


When Jesus identified Himself with humanity at His baptism and the people heard the Words of His Father in Heaven, everyone was assured of two things.  First, that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah and two, that He would die for the sins of the world.  On one hand, He was to be their King.  On the other, His throne would be a cross that they themselves would eventually prepare.


Jesus, the suffering servant, the Messiah, the son of God, had come to seek and to save that which was lost.  His mission was incredible.  He was to draw people to Himself, and then allow Himself to be crucified in their place so that all of His people would be able to receive eternal life.


Now, Jesus is a human being as much as He is God.  He became human so that he could be that spotless Lamb that the Jews had to sacrifice so often to remind them about the penalty for their sin.  Only the shed blood of a perfect human being would pay the final penalty for sin.  And since there are no perfect humans, then God, wanting all along to purify His people and spend eternity with them, would have to supply the sacrifice.  His Son, Jesus would go in their place.  God the Son became flesh.


There are many things that Jesus did to show us that He was the Son of God, the Messiah.  As we continue in the weeks to come, as we walk with Jesus through His life, we will see astonishing events, amazing miracles, and compassion for people beyond any of our capabilities.  But one of the things that He did which appeals more to our humanity than anything else was His willingness to suffer and obey the Father in the face of temptation.  The temptation of Christ was absolutely necessary.  It was necessary for two extremely important reasons.

1.  First, the man Jesus had to learn to depend on the Holy Spirit and the Word of God already spoken.  He had to be tested and proven.  He had to be tried.  He had to be strengthened.

The Bible tells us that at the age of twelve He was already learning.  Jesus was born a baby.  He had to grow up.  He had to learn.  Jesus didn’t cheat and use His divinity.  Being like us meant he had to go through everything we have to go through.  Hebrews 14:15 says, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted  in all things as we are, yet without sin.”

2.  But second, It was necessary for Him to be tested and tried as no other human being to show us He was worthy to claim leadership as the Messiah.  It would have been impossible for any other man to be tempted and to withstand these temptations.  After all, who here would be tempted to turn stones into bread if they were hungry?  But in order to show us not only was Jesus without sin, but also incapable of sinning, He was led into these temptations.


They were absolutely necessary.  And as we find out later on in the Gospel, His temptations didn’t end here in the wilderness, they came at Him from every direction; constantly and consistently, all the way to the cross.


We need to understand the Bible’s meaning of the word “temptation”.  It means to test, or to prove.  Products that we use today go through all kinds of testing to make sure that they are safe to be used.  In many cased they have to exceed the testing requirements.  Think about metal.  Metal is tested repeatedly.  The metal has to be pure.  And in order for it to be purified, it must go through fire.  It must be melted, and molded to fit the designer’s purpose.  In the same way we must be molded, purified, and tested; we have to be tested before God will use us for His purposes.

The necessity of trials and temptations teach us several things:

· Temptation is not meant to make us sin – it is meant to make it possible for us not to sin.

· It is not meant to make us bad – it is meant to make us good.

· It is not meant to weaken us – It is meant to make us stronger, finer, and purer.

· Temptation is not a penalty – temptation is a privilege of the person undergoing the trial – knowing that they are being strengthened for use by God.


The experience that Jesus went through cannot be understood by the finite mind.  When we read that Jesus was taken to a place where he saw all the Kingdoms of the earth, we know of no such place.  However, we can all imagine these temptations.  There is a struggle in our minds.  The battle is not over flesh and blood.  It is for our minds – our souls, our very eternal lives.


We are not alone.  Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit and so are we.  We are never alone in the face of a wilderness temptation.  You are never expected to pull it off with your own strength.  And after the testing is complete, we see the angels ministering to the one who would be the Lord and Savior for all the ages to come.  We are strengthened for the journey.  It’s not our plan.  God provides the direction, the strength, and the help.


Not only must we know the place of temptation, but we must be prepared.  At the same time, we want to know the purpose of these trials and temptations and I believe the key to understanding the purpose is in our reaction to these very trying times.


Mark tells us that Jesus was immediately driven out into the wilderness right after a great moment in His life.  Jesus has just started his ministry.  He has just been baptized, identifying Himself with the people He came to save.  This was a high moment for Him.  It was the conclusion of thirty years of study and preparation for the ministry He had been called to.  And immediately, God through the Holy Spirit takes Him down into a placed of serious temptation.  Jesus went from a great moment to a low moment.  After each great moment comes a reaction to the low moment.  The danger is our reaction.  We are going to have great moments.  Those great moments come as a result of passing previous tests.


Life is not stagnant.  Life does not stand still.  How many of you are fully satisfied with where you are in life?  How about the future of the church?  Are you satisfied with the accomplishments over the last four, five, ten years?  Are you done?  Is that all there is?  I certainly hope not!


Our reaction to trials are some of the most important life changing moments we will have, and believe  me, they will change you – one way or the other.


The frequency of these trials and temptations is something else we should be aware of.  Jesus trials were daily.  We all have heard about the gut wrenching time that Jesus had in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Think about the mockery, name-calling, testing by the Pharisees – we could go on.  The test of the cross we can never imagine.  Knowing that He was suffering for everybody else’s mistakes, murders, rapes, extortion, self-righteousness, gossip – you name it – we did it.  We did it, and Jesus died for it.


What kind of test is that?  The kind that made Him what He is today – the Savior of the world – the kind of trial that made Him worthy to be called Lord over all Creation – the kind of test that makes Him ready to be your Savior – the kind of adversity that strengthened Him to the point of being able to fulfill His earthly purpose.


Because of the trials and testing, Jesus was able to accomplish His goal – to seek and to save that which was lost.  Because of the metal purifying suffering that He went through, Jesus was able to show His worth to His Father, and to us that He is indeed worthy to be our Messiah, and to be our example to follow through the trials and testing that we must also go through in order to fulfill our earthly purpose.


Trials and temptations are an important part of daily life.  Be honest, how did you react the last time a serious trial came your way?  We have a High Priest that can sympathize with us no matter what we are going through.  Jesus lived His whole life in the light of the cross.  He knows pain.   He taught the most stubborn fishermen you’ll ever want to meet.  He knows frustration.  He knows letdown.  He knows firsthand that if anything on this earth would have given Him what He really needed, He could have had it anytime He wanted.  But what He wanted was you.  Amen.
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:
Gracious and loving God, we thank you that you are God above and beyond us.  We are aware of your great love for us, of your coming to us and your being with us in your Son, Jesus.  We thank you for the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  You have showered us with undeserved forgiveness.  Sometimes Lord we want to be called your disciples, but with little or no commitment.  We need your forgiveness, Lord.  Search the depths of our hearts, and leave no spot unclean. 
We now offer to you the petitions of our hearts.  Hear our prayers for our family and friends in this time of silence.  We pray Lord for our brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers; for those who are stricken with illness, for those who grieve, and for those in whom the passing years bring loneliness.  We pray especially for_______________________________________________________________.   O God, send some words of yours to bring comfort to all hearts that need your special touch of healing grace, and draw close to us with your redeeming love.   We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . .  Amen.
Benediction:  

The Salvation of God has been offered to you this morning.  By the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, receive now the wholeness that comes only from God, and walk in the light of his fellowship.  Amen.
